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            The State Historical Society of Missouri announces that Larry Gragg, author and Professor Emeritus of History at Missouri University of Science and Technology, will be presenting a program that examines the impacts of desegregation in Missouri higher education on Wednesday, November 2, 6 p.m., at the Center for Missouri Studies, 605 Elm Street, Columbia.


This free event is part of the African American Experience in Missouri series hosted by the State Historical Society. The program will begin with a reception at 6 p.m., followed by Gragg’s talk at 6:30 p.m. The public is invited to attend.


The author of 10 books, including Forged in Gold: Missouri S&T's First 150 Years, Gragg will look at the challenges to achieve desegregation of the Missouri School of Mines and the University of Missouri in 1950. He will examine a range of factors, including changes in public opinion and precedents set by court cases. Gragg will also focus upon the role of the presidents at the University of Missouri, Lincoln University, and the five state colleges as they addressed increasing demands for an end to segregation in public higher education in Missouri.

The African American Experience in Missouri series began in 2016 to reach a new understanding of present-day Missouri by examining the history of African Americans within the state. It is sponsored by the State Historical Society of Missouri’s Center for Missouri Studies and the University of Missouri’s Division of Inclusion, Diversity, & Equity.
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Mar 14
  Mar 14




Opening Reception Ginger Rogers: Dressed to Impress Exhibition



Join SHSMO as we officially open an exciting exhibition showcasing the glamour of Hollywood and Missouri native Ginger Rogers, who graced the stage and screen as a much beloved performer. A collection of costumes originally worn by Rogers will be on display in the SHSMO Art Gallery April through August 2024. The exhibition is in collaboration with the University of Missouri’s Department of Textile and Apparel Management.
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Apr 03
  Apr 03




How Civil Rights Won the White House: Harry Truman, Hubert Humphrey, A. Philip Randolph and the Triumph of 1948



Join author, columnist, and Columbia University professor Samuel G. Freedman, who will talk about his latest book, Into the Bright Sunshine: Young Hubert Humphrey and the Fight for Civil Rights. In the wake of America's defeat of fascism abroad in World War II, an urgent question arose on the home front. What should the United States do about its own entrenched forms of racial and religious discrimination?
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The mission of the State Historical Society of Missouri is to collect, preserve, publish, exhibit, and make available material related to all aspects and periods of Missouri history. SHSMO also seeks to generate interest in and appreciation of the rich cultural heritage of the state and its people through education and outreach.
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