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            The Missouri Bicentennial Quilt made its final stop at the Missouri Quilt Museum in Hamilton where it will be on long-term exhibition, along with the Missouri 4-H Bicentennial Quilt and a rotation of county quilts in the state. An opening reception for the two bicentennial quilts and a special quilt from Caldwell County will be held Oct. 18, 1 p.m. at the Missouri Quilt Museum, 300 E. Bird St., Hamilton.


The Missouri Bicentennial Quilt features a block from each of Missouri’s 114 counties and the independent city of St. Louis showcasing the diversity of Missouri’s culture, people and geography. To honor Missouri’s 200 years of statehood, the State Historical Society of Missouri (SHSMO), Missouri Star Quilt Company and the Missouri State Quilters Guild teamed up to find quilters for each quilt block. Quilters from across the state submitted 6.5 x 6.5-inch blocks to represent the county where the live or have a connection. The Missouri Star Quilt Company stitched the blocks together and gave the Missouri Bicentennial Quilt its final look. The quilt toured throughout the state in 2021 through August 2022.


“The quilt has brought Missourians together to tell a story of who we are and how we see ourselves and others across the state. One of our goals for the bicentennial commemorations was to help start and continue that conversation into the future,” said Beth Pike, SHSMO assistant director, Communications and Education Outreach.


The Missouri 4-H Bicentennial Quilt celebrates the rich history of Missouri 4-H. Created by hands of 4-H members, volunteers and supporters, each block represents 4-H and different parts of Missouri. The quilt top was pieced together by past Missouri 4-H Director and avid quilt maker Ina Linville. The quilt has toured with the Missouri Bicentennial Quilt with display stops, including the Missouri State Fair.

Both quilts will be on long-term loan and exhibition at the Missouri Quilt Museum in Hamilton. With just over 30,000 square feet of exhibition space, the Missouri Quilt Museum features 17 rotating exhibits and galleries depicting the history of quilting and sewing in North America. One of the galleries features art from the permanent collection of the National Quilt Museum.


“The Missouri Quilt Museum is honored to welcome both the Missouri 4-H Quilt and the Missouri Bicentennial Quilt to their new home in Hamilton,” said Dakota Redford, curator of the Missouri Quilt Museum. “We are proud to share the best of Missouri quilters with thousands of museum guests each year.”


The Missouri Quilt Museum along with the National Quilt Museum, Paducah, Kentucky, and the International Quilt Museum in Lincoln, Nebraska, was recently chosen as the top quilt museums in the country by Fons & Porter’s Love of Quilting Readers’ Choice survey. The community is also home to the Missouri Star Quilt Company, which attracts tens of thousands of tourists each year to the small town in Caldwell County, northeast of Kansas City.
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  Apr 18




Military Service/Literary Solace - A Conversation with Veteran Writers



The public is invited to hear four celebrated writers who will discuss the connection between their experiences as veterans and their creative work. Authors Brian Turner, Dewaine Farria, Jerri Bell, and Matt Gallagher will be in conversation with moderator Andrew Visscher, an MA candidate at the University of Missouri. Visscher is a literary scholar and serves as captain in the U.S. Army Advanced Civil Schooling Program. 
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May 25
  May 26




For the People Pow Wow



You're invited to the 14th annual For the People Pow Wow on Memorial Day weekend, May 25 and 26, in Jefferson City. Enjoy food, dance, art, crafts and singing at this FREE event open to the public. Native American dancing begins at noon on Saturday, May 25 through the evening. On Sunday, the dancing will happen noon to 5 p.m. Meet dancers from Oklahoma and Missouri, including Master of Ceremonies William Branson of Columbia. 
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  May 30




Basic Genealogy: Crossing the Pond—Tracing Ancestors in Immigration and Naturalization Records



Join Cape Girardeau Research Center Coordinator Bill Eddleman for the next installment in his genealogy series: “Crossing the Pond: Tracing Ancestors in Immigration and Naturalization Records.” Most family historians in the U. S. have ancestors who migrated from other continents. Depending on the time period of immigration and port of arrival, it can be difficult to find these ancestors and tell their immigration story. This session will summarize surviving immigration records from different time periods and where to find them.
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The mission of the State Historical Society of Missouri is to collect, preserve, publish, exhibit, and make available material related to all aspects and periods of Missouri history. SHSMO also seeks to generate interest in and appreciation of the rich cultural heritage of the state and its people through education and outreach.
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