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INTRODUCTION 
 Papers of a prominent Cape Girardeau, MO, family including family and 
professional correspondence, patriotic organizations materials, legal firm records, family 
financial and legal records, speeches and writings, genealogical materials, information on 
Missouri State Normal School and First Presbyterian Church of Cape Girardeau, 
photographs, and miscellany. 
 
DONOR INFORMATION 
 The papers were donated to the State Historical Society of Missouri by Allen L. 
Oliver on 19 June 1969 (Accession No. 626).  Additions were made on 20 October 1978 
by Elizabeth P. Oliver (Accession No. 2197), 15 June 1984, by John W. Oliver, Jr. 
(Accession No. 2527) and 1 August 1985 by John W. Oliver, Jr. (Accession No. 2569). 
 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
 Robert Burett Oliver was born at "Pleasant Gardens" in Cape Girardeau County, 
23 January 1850, and received his preparatory education at home and later at Pleasant 
Hill Academy. In 1877 he graduated from the Law Department of the University of 
Missouri, where he was a member of Phi Beta Kappa and Phi Kappa Psi. He began his 
career as an attorney in Jackson, Missouri, and was elected prosecuting attorney for Cape 
Girardeau County in 1878.  

In 1882 he was elected to the state senate where he was appointed to committees 
on criminal jurisprudence, the University of Missouri, and normal schools. Later, in 
1902, he was elected to the Missouri House of Representatives. He also served on the 
University Of Missouri Board Of Curators from 1889 until 1905. In 1905 Oliver was 
retained by a group of the largest holders of "swamp lands" in southeast Missouri and 
was the author of the drainage laws of Missouri. He helped organize the Little River 
Drainage District, an area covering parts of seven southeast Missouri counties which was 
converted from swamp to f arm land. He served as counsel for the district until his death 
in 1934. 
 Robert Oliver married Marie Elizabeth Watkins of Ray County, Missouri, on 10 
December 1879. Marie Watkins was born on 11 January 1854 and was educated at 
Richmond College, Richmond, Missouri. Throughout her life Marie Oliver was active in 
civic, historical, patriotic, and church work as well as being a wife and the mother of six 
children. She was state vice regent (1909-1910) and state regent (1911-1912) of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution and president of the Cape Girardeau Chapter of 
the United Daughters of the Confederacy. She also held memberships in the Colonial 
Dames of Missouri, the Huguenot Society, and the Cape Girardeau Wednesday Club. Her  
major contribution, however, was the promotion, design, and creation of the State Flag of 
Missouri. She was also largely responsible for having it adopted by the General 
Assembly as the official flag of the state. Oliver Heights was the home in Cape Girardeau 
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Marie and Robert Oliver shared with their children: Robert Burett, Jr., Charles Watkins, 
John Byrd, Allen Laws, William Palmer, and Marguerite Marie. Later, two of their sons 
served as officers of the Missouri Bar Association. Robert B. Oliver, Jr. was its vice 
president and Allen Laws Oliver its president at the time the Missouri Bar Association 
was transformed into the integrated Missouri Bar. In the early 1930s Marie Oliver retired 
with her husband to winter in Delray Beach, Florida. She died in Cape Girardeau in 1944.  

Additional biographical information on the Oliver family can be found in 
Missouri and Missourians, 1943, by Floyd C. Shoemaker and Missouri, Mother of the 
West, 1930, by Walter Williams and Floyd C. Shoemaker. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

The Oliver Family Papers center around the legal and legislative career of Robert 
Burett Oliver of Cape Girardeau, Missouri, and his personal life with his wife, Marie 
Elizabeth Watkins Oliver of Ray County, and their family. Information on both the 
Oliver and Watkins families exists in the collection, with the strength of the collection 
lying in the personal correspondence. Since the Olivers were avid genealogists, the 
genealogy section is important as well. Information on Oliver's career as an attorney is 
found in the legal firm's correspondence section. Another area of note is Allen Laws 
Oliver's research on the history of the Missouri Bar Association.   
 
FOLDER LIST 
 
f. 1-196  Family and Professional Correspondence. Letters of a 

family, professional, or business nature; however, personal 
correspondence forms the bulk of this series. Of note is a series 
of letters from Luella Oliver Baldridge to her brother Robert 
Oliver when he was a student at the University of Missouri in 
1870s. Also, frequent correspondence between Marie E. 
Watkins and Robert Oliver prior to their 1879 marriage is 
noteworthy. The professional correspondence is political in 
nature, coexisting with Oliver’s tenure as a state senator in the 
1880s, and reflects his relationships with his peers and his 
constituency. Correspondence is arranged in chronological 
order. 

 

f. 1-78  Letters discuss family matters, sickness, land, local politics, finances, 
social events, religion, student life at the University of Missouri, and 
marriage. 

f. 17 Letters of condolence upon the death of Charles A. Watkins. 
f. 25-71 Love letters between Robert B. Oliver and Marie Watkins prior to 

their marriage in 1879. 
f. 26 Letter from older woman encouraging Marie Watkins to study 

medicine. 
f. 77 Description of Oliver house and outbuildings in Jackson, Missouri. 
f. 79-82 Letters include endorsements for Oliver’s candidacy for state senator 

and information on the Democratic Central Committee of Missouri 
meetings and local politics. Also includes letters from people seeking 
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Oliver’s endorsement for political office and letters of congratulation 
on Oliver’s senatorial victory. Still others are concerned with the 
completion and furnishing of the State Normal School in Cape 
Girardeau as well as appropriations for the school. 

f. 83-88 1883. Letters to Senator Oliver from his constituents concerning the 
problems of southeast Missouri swamp lands and road maintenance. 
Others are concerned with Missouri Bar Association meetings and 
bills before the Senate. 

f. 89-96 1884-1885. Letters concerning a U.S. Senate bill to establish a court 
of appeals in southeast Missouri and letters requesting Oliver's 
support for political candidates. 

f. 97-101 1885 
f. 102 Letter from Vinita, Indian Territory, describing social customs of 

American Indians. 
f. 106 Letters of recommendation for a successor to Professor A.F. Fleet, 

Department of Greek, University of Missouri. 
f. 109-111 Letters of recommendation for a successor to Professor A.F. Fleet, 

Department of Greek, University of Missouri. 
f. 113 Letters of recommendation for a successor to Professor A.F. Fleet, 

Department of Greek, University of Missouri. 
f. 114 Letter describing student unrest at the University of Missouri. 
f. 116-119 Correspondence and papers concerned with building the Oliver house 

in Cape Girardeau, John Madden, contractor. 
f. 121-135 Letters to Allen Laws Oliver when he was a student at the University 

of Missouri, discussing school life, friendship, family, and financial 
matters. 

f. 136 Correspondence discussing land near Neely's Landing, Missouri. 
f. 137 Letters from Allen Laws Oliver on board the  

U.S.M.S. St. Paul. 
f. 139-146 Letters from Robert Oliver seeking support for his candidacy as U.S. 

District Attorney for the Eastern District of Missouri. 
f. 149 Letter discussing equality for blacks. 
f. 153-155 Correspondence between Robert Oliver and family members 

containing reminiscences of the Oliver family as well as genealogical 
material. 

f. 166 Letter from Robert Oliver enumerating Oliver land holdings. 
f. 185 Letters from Jack L. Oliver at camp in Colorado to his parents in 

Missouri. 
f. 189 Letters from Jack L. Oliver at camp in Colorado to his parents in 

Missouri. 
f. 190-196 Correspondence either undated or fragments. 
f. 197-222 Patriotic Organizations 
f. 197 American War Mothers and Colonial Dames of America. 
f. 198 Colonial Dames of America. 
f. 199 Daughters of the American Colonists. 
f. 200-206 Daughters of the American Revolution. Correspondence. 
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f. 207-209 Daughters of the American Revolution. Reports and speeches. 
f. 210-211 Daughters of the American Revolution. History and designs for the 

Missouri State Flag. 
f. 212-213 Daughters of the American Revolution. Biographical sketch of Marie 

Watkins Oliver, state regent, and miscellaneous notes. 
f. 214-218 Daughters of the American Revolution. Applications for 

membership, financial records, printed material, and clippings. 
f. 219 Huguenot Society of America. 
f. 220 Sons of the American Revolution. 
f. 221 United Daughters of the Confederacy. 
f. 222 Virginia Historical Society. 
f. 223-345 Legal Firms. Correspondence. This section is arranged 

chronologically, beginning in 1876 when Robert Burett Oliver began 
practicing law in Jackson, Missouri, and including his tenure as 
prosecuting attorney for Cape Girardeau County (1878-1882). In 
1881 he and Jefferson Limbaugh became partners under the name of 
Oliver and Limbaugh. Later, R.B. Oliver and his eldest son, Robert, 
formed the firm of Oliver and Oliver. In 1909 another son, Allen 
Laws Oliver, joined the firm. 

f. 223-238 1876-1880 
f. 239-261 1880-1882 
f. 262-274 1882-1883 
f. 275-284 1883 
f. 285-297 1884 
f. 298-316 1885-1886 
f. 317-320 1886-1887 
f. 321-327 1888-1889 
f. 328-336 1890-1895 
f. 337-342 1896-1900 
f. 343-345 1901-1907 
f. 346-386 Legal Firms, Dockets.  
f. 346-350 n. d., 1878-1889 
f. 351-359 1890-1896 
f. 360-372 1900-1902 
f. 373-386 1903-1905 
f. 387-530 Legal Firms, Cases 
f. 387-448 A-F 
f. 449-469 G-L 
f. 470-499 M-R 
f. 500-530 S-Z 
f. 531-540 Legal Firms, Pension Papers 
f. 531 Allen, William 
f. 532 Bragg, Moore 
f. 533 Davis, James F. 
f. 534 Delapp, Granville w. 
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f. 535 Etheridge, William 
f. 536 Gardner, Aaron 
f. 537 Hurst, Levi S. 
f. 538 McLard , Elam J . 
f. 539 Ray, William 
f. 540 Rogers, James 
f. 541-556 Legal Firms, Estate Papers 
f. 541-542 Call, J. Wiley 
f. 543 Emmerman, Frederick 
f. 544-545 Hunter, B.F. 
f. 546 Kendrell, E. 
f. 547 Lester, C.E. 
f. 548 Morgan, William 
f. 549-550 Painter, John 
f. 551 Phillips, Amos R. 
f. 552-554 Priest, J.V. 
f. 555 Rhyne, Joel 
f. 556 Tichenor, J.F. 
f. 557-588 Legal Firms, Miscellany 
f. 557 Brief of Cases 
f. 558 Certified copies of orders, indictments, notices to take depositions, 

and subpoenas 
f. 559 Summons and copy of petition and summons 
f. 560-562 Abstracts of title 
f. 563 Administrator's deeds, general warranty deeds, and land grants 
f. 564-569 Miscellaneous legal documents 
f. 570-579 Notes and statements 
f. 580 Missouri District 2, Cape Girardeau County, subscribers 
f. 581 Rules of Gravel Hill Cooperative Association 
f. 582 Miscellany 
f. 583-588 Financial statements and receipts 
f. 589-609 Financial and Legal Records--Watkins Family Account Books 
f. 589 1859,1861 
f. 590 1863 
f. 591 1871 
f. 592-595 1872 
f. 596 1873 
f. 597 1877 
f. 598 1879 
f. 599 1880-1882 
f. 600 Henrietta Watkins, 1883 
f. 601 1883-1884 
f. 602 William H. Watkins, 1885-1886. 
f. 603 William H. Watkins, 1887.

f. 604 1887 
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f. 605 1892-1894 
f. 606 1899-1900 
f. 607 William H. Watkins, 1900-1901. 
f. 608 William H. Watkins, 1902-1904. 
f. 609 William H. Watkins, n.d. 
f. 610-620 Financial and Legal Records—Watkins Family Bank Account 

Books 
f. 610 Henrietta Watkins, 1868. 
f. 611 James A. Watkins, 1871. 
f. 612 William H. Watkins, 1871-1872. 
f. 613 Henrietta Watkins, 1871-1872. 
f. 614 Henrietta Watkins, 1876-1879. 
f. 615 William H. Watkins, 1878-1880. 
f. 616 William H. Watkins, 1880-1882. 
f. 617 William H. Watkins, 1883-1886. 
f. 618 William H. Watkins, 1886-1888. 
f. 619 William H. Watkins, 1890-1891. 
f. 620 William H. Watkins, 1898-1902. 
f. 621-652 Financial and Legal Records--Watkins Family 
f. 621 Day Book, 1870. 
f. 622-624 Time Books, 1876-1877, 1884-1885, and 1910. 
f. 625-626 Road Tax Books, 1877 and 1878. 
f. 627 Notebook, 1890. 
f. 628 Ledger, 1893-1905. 
f. 629 Memorandum Book, 1905. 
f. 630-631 Deeds, plats, and estate inventories 
f. 632-637 Estate Papers 
f. 638-640 Tax Receipts 
f. 641 Road overseer's certificates and receipts 
f. 642-652 Notes, receipts, and accounts 
f. 653-683 Financial and Legal Records, Account Books 
f. 653 Robert B. Oliver bank account book, 1879. 
f. 654 Marie Watkins Oliver day and memorandum book, 1880-1910. 
f. 655 Robert B. Oliver expense account book, 1881. 
f. 656 Robert B. Oliver account book, 1883. 
f. 657 Robert B. Oliver memorandum book, 1883. Notes on trip from 

Jackson, Missouri, to New Jersey. 
f. 658 Robert B. Oliver account book, 1885. 
f. 659 Robert B. Oliver expense account book, 1890. 
f. 660 Robert B. Oliver expense account book, 1891. 
f. 661 Robert B. Oliver farm account books, 1894. 
f. 662 Robert B. Oliver expense account book, 1896. 
f. 663 Robert B. Oliver bank account statements, 1897. 
f. 664 Robert B. Oliver Pascola land and farm account  

Book, 1904. 
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f. 665 Robert B. Olive memorandum book, 1909 
f. 666 Marie E. Oliver bank account books, 1909 and 1910 
f. 667 Robert B. Oliver expense account book, 1917 
f. 668 Robert B. Oliver expense account book, 1918 
f. 669 Robert B. Oliver expense account book, 1919 
f. 670 Robert B. Oliver Pascola farm notes, 1919  
f. 671 Robert B. Oliver expense account book, 1922 
f. 672 Robert B. Oliver memorandum book, 1924  
f. 673 Robert B. Oliver farm account book, 1925 
f. 674 Robert B. Oliver account book, 1926 
f. 675 Robert B. Oliver farm account book, 1927 
f. 676 Robert B. Oliver account book, 1928 
f. 677 Robert B. Oliver farm notebook, 1929. Description of personal 

property 
f. 678 Robert B. Oliver memorandum book, 1929. 
f. 679 Robert B. Oliver farm notebook, 1931. 
f. 680 Robert B. Oliver account book, 1931. 
f. 681 Robert B. Oliver time book, 1932. 
f. 682 Robert B. Oliver bank account book, 1932 and 1933. 
f. 683 Allen L. Oliver expense account book, c. 1908. 
f. 684-772 Financial and Legal Records 
f. 684 Administrator's deeds 
f. 685-686 Bills of sale for land and standing timber 
f. 687-688 Bonds 
f. 689 Cemetery deed 
f. 690-696 Chattel mortgages 
f. 697-703 Deeds 
f. 704 Deeds of trust 
f. 705 Executor’s deeds 
f. 706-707 General warranty deeds 
f. 708-709 Farm leases 
f. 710 Mortgage deeds 
f. 711 Power of attorney papers 
f. 712 Quitclaim deeds 
f. 713-714 School fund mortgages 
f. 715 Sheriff’s deeds 
f. 716 Trustee’s deeds 
f. 717-719 Warranty deeds 
f. 720 Land grants 
f. 721-723 Plats 
f. 724 Pascola land reports 
f. 725 Oliver land and development company 
f. 726 Real estate 
f. 727 List of John Oliver, Jr.’s slaves 
f. 728-732 Insurance 
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f. 733 Stock certificates 
f. 734 Abstracts of title 
f. 735 Archibald Cobb’s will 
f. 736 R.H. Crawford’s will 
f. 737 Irene Williams Oliver's will 
f. 738-741 Marie Watkins Oliver's will 
f. 742 Robert Burett Oliver's will 
f. 743 William Palmer Oliver's will 
f. 744-745 Miscellany 
f. 746-772 Notes, receipts, and accounts 
f. 773-778 Speeches and Writings 
f. 773 Crawford, Cyrus David. Orations for the Philologic Society of 

Westminster College, 1858. 
f. 774 Crawford, Thomas M. Notebook, Westminster College, 1859, and 

compositions. 
f. 775 Oliver, Allen Laws. Student notebook, 1902, and journal, 1905. 
f. 776 Oliver, John W. Article on history of Pleasant Hill Presbyterian 

Church, Fruitland, Missouri, 1938. 
f. 777 Oliver, Marguerite Marie. Botany notebook, 1904, State Normal 

School, Cape Girardeau. 
f. 778 Oliver, Marie Watkins. Resolution on death of Mary A. 

Himmelberger, 1933, and memoirs of Missouri governors. 
f. 779-795 Speeches and Writings, Robert Burett Oliver. Draft of letter to 

president and faculty of the Missouri State University establishing the 
Rollins Society. Student notebook, 1872-1875. "Hamlet" 
composition, 1872. English course notebook, 1873. Oration, 
McClean's Chapel, 1874. Notebook, 1875. Essay, "Mortgage," 1876. 
Address to students a t Fruitland Institute, 1876. Essays, 1877. 
Addresses: Gravel Hill, Missouri, 1877; class reunion, Fruitland and 
Pleasant Hill Institute and Academy, 1880; and presentation of Judge 
William Ranney portrait to Cape Girardeau Court of Common Pleas, 
1893. Obituaries for Sally Hunter Byrd, Henry Laurens Caldwell, and 
Samuel McKnight Green. Address, 1930. Address, Courthouse, 
Jackson, Missouri, 1932. Notebook, 1932. 

f. 796-808 Speeches and Writings 
f. 796-802 Oliver, Robert B., Jr. School papers and examinations, 1898-1899. 
f. 803 Watkins, Ben R. Composition book, 1873. 
f. 804-808 Miscellany 
f. 809-858 Speeches and Writings, Allen Laws Oliver. This section contains 

correspondence concerning the Missouri Supreme Court's Committee 
on Bar Integration. The material was generated by Supreme Court 
Justice James M. Douglas's office and forms part of Oliver's research 
into the history of the Missouri Bar Association. 

f. 809 Correspondence, 1943 
f. 810-819 Correspondence, 1944 
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f. 820 Correspondence, 1955-1956. 
f. 821-830 Correspondence, 1956-1958. 
f. 831-835 Correspondence, 1958-1959. 
f. 836-839 Correspondence, 1961-1963. 
f. 840-841 Correspondence, 1965-1967. 
f. 842-845 Notes 
f. 846-847 Typescript 
f. 848 "Some Notes on Some of the Lawyers of the Old Grand River Valley 

Bar." 
f. 849 "History of the Springfield Court of Appeals.” 
f. 850-851 Miscellaneous data for the history of the Missouri Bar Association. 
f. 852-854 Lists of attorneys including Cape Girardeau Circuit Court and Court 

of Common Pleas. 
f. 855-858 Rosters of attorneys arranged alphabetically by county name. 
f. 859-987 Genealogy. Correspondence, genealogical notes, reminiscences, 

biographical sketches, funeral notices, obituaries, clippings, and 
genealogical material arranged alphabetically by family surname. 

f. 859 1898-1899 
f. 860 1900-1910 
f. 861 1911-1915 
f. 862 1920-1922 
f. 863-864 1923 
f. 865 1924 
f. 866 1925 
f. 867 1926-1927 
f. 868-869 1928 
f. 870 1929 
f. 871-872 1930 
f. 873 1931 
f. 874 1932-1933 
f. 875-888 Genealogy Correspondence 
f. 875 1934 
f. 876 1935-1939 
f. 877 1940s 
f. 878 1950s 
f. 879 1960-1964 
f. 880 1965 
f. 881 1966 
f. 882-883 1967 
f. 884 1968 
f. 885 1969 
f. 886 1976 
f. 887 1977 
f. 888 n.d. 
f. 889-914 Genealogy 
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f. 889-896 Abernathy 
f. 897-900 Allen 
f. 901 Anderson 
f. 902 Black-Hamilton-Cummins-Walker families 
f. 903 Bridges 
f. 904 Crawford 
f. 905 Dupuy 
f. 906 Hill 
f. 907 Jones 
f. 908 Knox 
f. 909 Langdon 
f. 910 Logan 
f. 911 McKnight 
f. 912 Michaux 
f. 913 Morton 
f. 914 Neville 
f. 915-927 Genealogy 
f. 915-916 Oliver. Genealogy of the Oliver, Jennings, and Kindred Families. 
f. 917 Typescript of interview concerning John Oliver, Sr., and the 

Abernathy family. 
f. 918 Typescript of biographical sketch of Allen Laws Oliver. 
f. 919 "Lineal Descendents of Marie Elizabeth Watkins Oliver and her 

husband Robert Burett Oliver." "The Frank Oliver Family." "The 
Clay Oliver Family." 

f. 920 Memo dictated by Allen L. Oliver, 9 August 1962, giving genealogy 
of the heirs of the John Oliver, Sr. and John Oliver, Jr. families. 

f. 921-926 Biographical sketches of Marie Oliver and Robert Oliver. 
f. 927 Memorial services for Robert B. Oliver held at Common Pleas 

Courthouse, Cape Girardeau, 1 June 1935. 
f. 928-952 Genealogy 
f. 928-929 Notes on Oliver Family 
f. 930 "Genealogical Sketch of Robert Burett Oliver," 1928 
f. 931 Biographical sketch of Robert Oliver. 
f. 932-933 "History of the Oliver Family." 
f. 934-940 Oliver family history and genealogical charts. 
f. 941 Richardson 
f. 942 Rives 
f. 943 Robards 
f. 944 Shands 
f. 945-948 Sloan 
f. 949 Smith 
f. 950 Stratton 
f. 951 Strother 
f. 952 Torrence 
f. 953-980 Genealogy 



C3731 Oliver Family, Papers, 1805-1977  Page 11 

f. 953 Tucker 
f. 954 Venable 
f. 955-958 Watkins 
f. 959 Woodson 
f. 960 Clippings and obituaries 
f. 961 Funeral notices 
f. 962-965 Genealogical notes 
f. 966-970 Typescripts of almanac marginalia written by John Oliver, Sr., 1805-

1813. 
f. 971-978 Biographical sketches of Oliver family. 
f. 979 "Sketches of James Richardson Allen, Dr. Thomas Allen, and 

Charles Allen Watkins." 
f. 980 "Sketch of the Oliver, Rives, and Shands Families of Virginia." 
f. 981-987 Genealogy  
f. 981 "Recollections of Cape Girardeau, Missouri." 
f. 982 "Recollections of John Wallace of Pocahontas, Missouri." 
f. 983-985 Memoirs of the Oliver family 
f. 986 "Old Timers," a memoir of the University of Missouri Law School by 

Allen Laws Oliver. 
f. 987 Journal kept by Robert B. Oliver on an 1899 genealogical trip to 

North Carolina and Virginia. 
f. 988-995 Missouri State Normal School, Cape Girardeau 
f. 988 Treasurer’s Book, 1902. Includes costs of salaries and maintenance 

for summer school, the library, laboratories, manual training, 
agriculture, and the cooking school; for completing walks, repairing, 
painting, and plumbing; for a new building for the training school; 
and for insurance and incidental funds. 

f. 989-991 Treasurer's reports, 1904, 1908, 1911. 
f. 992 Bank account book and general warranty deeds. 
f. 993 Appropriation bill 
f. 994-995 Programs and miscellany. 
f. 996-1016 Presbyterian Church 
f. 996-999 Correspondence primarily concerning new church building. 
f. 1000-1002 Building Committee minutes and reports. 
f. 1003 Membership list 
f. 1004 Building contract 
f. 1005-1006 Receipts, accounts, and financial reports. 
f. 1007 Bulletins and programs 
f. 1008-1010 Notes on church history 
f. 1011 Clippings 
f. 1012 John A. Hope speech on Apple Creek Church, 1926. 
f. 1013 Old Apple Creek Church and Its Early Membership. 
f. 1014 The Centennial Celebration of Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church, 

Fruitland, Missouri, 1938. 
f. 1015 General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church Report, 1926. 
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f. 1016 Resolution on the death of Robert Oliver, 1934. 
f. 1017-1054 Miscellaneous Material 
f. 1017 Pleasant Hill Academy, Trustees Minute Book, 1854. 
f. 1018 Valley Grange, Ray County, Minutes, 1873. 
f. 1019-1020 Little River Drainage District. 
f. 1021 Cape Girardeau County Historical Society. 
f. 1022 Wednesday club 
f. 1023 Rotary Club 
f. 1024 Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity. 
f. 1025 Southeastern District Agricultural Society. 
f. 1026 Robert Oliver's University of Missouri report cards, 1873. 
f. 1027-1028 Certificates 
f. 1029 Business cards 
f. 1030-1032 Invitations and announcements. 
f. 1033 Brochures, handbills, and menus. 
f. 1034 Programs 
f. 1035 Recipes 
f. 1036 Drawings for a mill, farmhouse, and outbuildings. 
f. 1037-1038 Miscellany. 
f. 1039-1047 Clippings 
f. 1048-1049 World's Columbian Exhibition, 1893, and Missouri at the World's 

Fair, 1893. 
f. 1050 Print of M.F. Bell's drawing of the University of Missouri "red 

campus" and Aneas Africanus. 
f. 1051-1052 Advertisements 
f. 1053 Postcards 
f. 1054 Ephemera. 
f. 1055-1061 Photographs, 1850s-1930s. Includes family portraits and snapshots 

of family, friends, and domestic architecture. 
f. 1055 Ambrotype and tintype portraits. 
f. 1056 Snapshots of family and friends. 
f. 1057-1058 Family portraits, 1870s-1880s. 
f. 1059-1061 Domestic architecture (exteriors and interiors), 1890s. 

 
INDEX TERMS 
 

Subject Folders Image

Abernathy family 889,917  
Abernathy, S. D. 112,113  
Account books 589-683  
Account books--Agriculture 589-609,654,661,664,670,673,675  
Actions and defenses 387-530  
Advertising 1051,1052 y

Alexander, M. L. 28,31  
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Subject Folders Image

Allen family 897-900  
Allen, James Richardson 979  
Allen, Thomas 979  
Allen, William 531  
Ambrotypes 1055 y

American War Mothers 197  
Apple Creek Presbyterian Church, 
Cape Girardeau County, Missouri 

6,1012,1013  

Architecture, Commercial 21,38,64,71,80,85,89,94,96,103,110,119-121, 
125-127,132,134,136,145-147,149,151,156, 
160,165,174-176,186,188,190,193,206 

y

Architecture, Domestic 77,116-119,138,960  
Architecture, Domestic--Florida 1061 y

Architecture, Domestic--Missouri 1036,1059-1061 y

Architecture, Domestic--North Carolina 1061 y

Architecture--Designs and plans 1004,1036 y

Atkinson, Bettie 35,36  
Baldridge, John Matthew 6,14,29,30,71,82,83,85,98  
Baldridge, John Matthew 1057 y

Baldridge, R. 6,9,10,15  
Bates, Barton 2  
Bean, L. M. 71,83  
Bell, William 18  
Belle, Mary 39  
Bismarck Hotel, Bismarck, Missouri 121 y

Black family 902  
Blacks in literature and art 1050  
Blacks in literature and art 27 y

Blacks--Civil rights 149  
Blacks--Integration 809-819  
Bliss, Philemon (1813-1889) 84  
Boarding houses--Missouri, Columbia 3  
Bobbit, Betsy 28,33  
Botany--Study and teaching 777  
Bragg, Moore 532  
Bridges family 903  
Brown, Lewis 49  
Buchanan, George W. ( -1899) 961  
Buchanan, George W. ( -1899) 1057 y

Buchanan, Henrietta R. 3,90,111,151,156,158,162,170,173  
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Subject Folders Image

Burris, Cornelius D. 720  
Byrd, A. R. 4,7,8,10,11,25,32,94,97  
Byrd, Sally Hunter (1858-1919) 786  
C. Young and Sons' Company, St. 
Louis, Missouri 

119 y

Caldwell, Henry Laurens (1848-1918) 786  
Call, J. Wiley 541,542  
Cape Girardeau County Historical 
Society 

1021  

Carson, R. M. 17,24  
Cartoons and caricatures 582 y

Chairs 58 y

Chambers, W. R. 5,7,9-12,17,20-23  
Chicago World's Fair, 1893 1048,1049 y

Children's clothing, 1870s-1880s 1057,1058  
Chilton, John O. 44  
Church architecture 1004,1007 y

Clark, James A. 7,9  
Cobb, Archibald 735  
Cockrell, Francis Marion (1834-1915) 73-76,79,83,87,98,112,138  
Coker, J. A. 45,75,92  
Colonial Dames of America in the State 
of Missouri 

197,198  

Cook, William H. 12,13,17-19,23,38,87,88,91,92  
Cook, William H. 92 y

Coronado Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri 165,175 y

Crawford family 904  
Crawford, Cyrus David 1-5,7,8,10,11,13-15,773  
Crawford, Elizabeth 6,8  
Crawford, Joseph H. 1,2  
Crawford, Robert H. (1806-1884) 4,11,720,736,961  
Crawford, Thomas M. 1,774  
Crenshaw, Walter 12,13  
Cummins family 902  
Dating (Social customs) 1,6  
Daughters of the American Colonists 199  
Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Missouri State Society 

200-218  

Davis, James A. 18,563  
Davis, James F. 533  



C3731 Oliver Family, Papers, 1805-1977  Page 15 

Subject Folders Image

Dearmont, Marguerite Oliver 115,121,122,127,129-132,134,135,137,138, 
147,149,777

 

Dearmont, Russell L. (1891-1967) 163  
Defoe, Luther M. (1860-1933) 114  
Delapp, Granville W. 534  
Democratic Party, Missouri 72,80-82  
Dickson, William Alexander 23,29,30,51,53,74,75,79,100,102,107,195  
Dickson, William Alexander 102 y

Divorce, 1860s 1  
Douglas, James M. (1896-1974) 809-819  
Drainage 83, 85, 86, 1019, 1020  
Drainage 1036 y

Drum, Robert 83  
Dunn, George W. 1  
Dupuy family 905  
Ellis, John C. 72  
Emmerman, Frederick 543  
Empire Bitters Company, St. Louis, 
Missouri 

78  

English, H. R. 12, 14, 15  
Estate management 541-556  
Etheridge, William 535  
Eugene Jaccard and Company, St. 
Louis, Missouri 

71 y

F. W. Humphrey and Company, St. 
Louis, Missouri 

96 y

Farm buildings 1036 y

Fever 1, 5, 7, 77  
Fisher, W. D. 1058 y

Flags, Missouri 209-211 y

Flags--United States 217  
Fleming, O. J. 12, 14, 15, 19, 21  
Foster, John D. 83  
Francis, David Rowland (1850-1927) 141, 142  
Frank, H. 58, 59, 61  
Fraternities and sororities 7, 20, 31  
Freemasons--Missouri, Jackson 57, 60, 77, 95  
Friendship 1, 5, 7  
Fruitland High School, Jackson, 
Missouri 

74  
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Furniture, 1870s 58, 59 y

Furniture, 1890s 1060 y

Garaghty, E. 2, 12  
Gardner, Aaron 536  
Gault, Edward J. 24, 25  
Genealogy 859-980, 983-985, 987  
Genelli Portraits, St. Louis, Missouri 1058 y

Grange 1018  
Gravel Hill Cooperative Association 581  
Green, Samuel McKnight (1830-1913) 786  
Hall of Excelsior Lodge No. 441, A. F. 
and A. M., Jackson, Missouri 

57, 60, 77, 95  

Hall, Willard Preble (1820-1882) 778  
Hamilton family 902  
Harrington House, Carthage, Missouri 103 y

Harris, Kiah P. 720  
Hatcher, R. A. 16, 21, 23  
Hill family 906  
Hill, Allie B. 3, 4, 6, 7, 14, 15, 21, 22, 25, 27, 31, 33, 37, 51, 

52, 56, 71, 72, 83, 86, 193
 

Hill, David B. 76  
Himmelberger, Mary A. 778  
Hope, John A. 1012  
Horrell, John A. 62-64, 71, 153  
Horrell, Mary (1810-1892) 961  
Hotel Governor, Jefferson City, 
Missouri 

206 y

Hotel Mayfair, St. Louis, Missouri 156 y

Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City, 
Missouri 

174 y

Hotels, Alabama 160 y

Hotels, Arkansas 151 y

Hotels, Illinois 165 y

Hotels, Iowa 151 y

Hotels, Louisiana 134, 146 y

Hotels, Missouri, Bismarck 121 y

Hotels, Missouri, Carthage 103 y

Hotels, Missouri, Columbia 190 y

Hotels, Missouri, Jefferson City 132, 149, 206 y

Hotels, Missouri, Poplar Bluff 165 y

Hotels, Missouri, St. Louis 80, 85, 126, 136, 146, 151, 156, 165, 190, 193 y
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Hotels, Missouri, Sweet Springs 38 y

Hotels, New York 21, 186 y

Hotels, Oklahoma 147 y

Hotels, Texas 110, 188 y

Hotels, Washington, D.C. 121, 176 y

Hotels--Missouri, Kansas City 145, 174, 188 y

Houck, Louis (1840-1925) 14, 79, 80, 97  
Hughes and Wasson, Richmond, 
Missouri 

3, 25  

Hughes, Charles 55, 75  
Huguenot Society of America 219  
Hunter, B. F. 544, 545  
Hurst, Levi S. 537  
Huters, William Henry (1854-1920) 786  
Indian Territory, Vinita 102  
Indians--Marriages 102  
Indians--Rites and ceremonies 102  
Interior decoration 59, 1060 y

Jefferson Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri 151 y

Jennings family 915, 916  
Jesse, Richard Henry (1853-1921) 114, 121, 141, 156  
John Wahl and Company, St. Louis, 
Missouri 

94 y

Johnston, A. M. 12, 13  
Jones family 907  
Kenton, Thomas 18  
King, Austin A. (1801-1870) 778  
Knox family 908  
Laclede Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri 85 y

Land Prices--Missouri 1, 77  
Land Prices--Tennessee 1  
Land records 720  
Land use 77, 78, 136  
Land, Missouri 18, 77, 78, 83, 104, 105, 166  
Langdon family 909  
Larkin, Fonda V. 31, 41, 42, 70  
Lavelock, T. N. 62, 75, 76, 82  
Law--Missouri 223-588  
Laws, Samuel Spahr (1824-1921) 83  
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Lawyers 848, 852-858, 986  
Letcher, Jerrold R. 13-16, 18, 19, 22-24, 33, 58  
Lewis, Benjamin R. 563  
Lewis, Martha W. 1  
Little River Drainage District 1019, 1020  
Logan family 910  
Louisiana Purchase Exposition, 1903-
1904 

1054  

Love 25-71  
Lowry, Thomas Jefferson (1850-1903) 106  
MacCarthy-Evans-Von Arx Tailoring 
Company, St. Louis 

125 y

Madden, John 113-118  
Marquette Hotel, Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri 

206 y

Marshes--Missouri 83, 85, 86  
Maryland Hotel, St. Louis 193 y

Mastin, John J. 31  
McBaine, Turner 13  
McCormick, James R. 1, 2  
McKnight family 911  
McLard, Elam J. 538  
McNeely, W. A. 9, 20, 22, 60, 74, 78  
McPherson, John Munson 5, 6, 8  
Men--Friendship 3, 87-88  
Men's clothing 111, 1057 y

Men's clothing--Measurement 58 y

Mermod, Jaccard and King Jewelry 
Company, St. Louis 

126 y

Michaux family 912  
Mills and Averill Tailoring Company, St. 
Louis 

127 y

Missouri Bar Association 83, 809-858  
Missouri Free Trade League 83, 84, 86  
Missouri Republican Building, St. Louis 89 y

Missouri, Camden County 855  
Missouri, Cape Girardeau County 1-96, 223-588, 653-772, 776, 777, 988-1014, 

1017, 1019-1021
 

Missouri, Carter County 855  
Missouri, Cole County 855  
Missouri, Columbia 5  
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Missouri, Dent County 855  
Missouri, Howell County 855  
Missouri, Laclede County 855  
Missouri, Marion County 856  
Missouri, Miller County 857  
Missouri, Moniteau County 857  
Missouri, Monroe County 857  
Missouri, Morgan County 857  
Missouri, Neely's Landing 136  
Missouri, Oregon County 857  
Missouri, Ray County 1-78, 589-652, 1018  
Missouri, Schuyler County 858  
Missouri, Shannon County 858  
Missouri, Springfield Court of Appeals 849  
Missouri, St. Francois County 858  
Missouri, Ste. Genevieve County 858  
Missouri, Supreme Court, Committee 
on Bar Integration 

809-819  

Missouri. Flag 209-211 y

Missouri. Great Seal 82 y

Missouri. Normal School, Cape 
Girardeau 

82, 83, 95, 98, 99, 988-995  

Missouri. Normal School, Cape 
Girardeau 

81 y

Missouri. Normal School, Kirksville 5  
Morehead, Katie 24  
Morgan, William 548  
Morton family 913  
Mott and Specht Merchant Tailors, St. 
Louis 

64 y

Mowberry, Reuben 720  
N. O. Nelson Manufacturing Company, 
St. Louis 

120 y

Neville family 914  
New Central Hotel Company, Jefferson 
City, Missouri 

149 y

New York Life Insurance Company, 
Kansas City, Missouri 

107 y

New York Life Insurance Company, St. 
Louis 

107 y

Norton, R. C. 98, 99  
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Offutt, Robert M. ( -1904) 961  
Oliver family 653-772, 915, 940, 971-978, 980, 983-985  
Oliver Land and Development 
Company, Cape Girardeau, Missouri

725  

Oliver, Ada Eliza (1875-1897) 961  
Oliver, Allen L. (1886-1970) 115, 116, 121-132, 135, 136, 145, 149, 151, 

156, 159, 160, 162-165, 167-172, 185-187, 191, 
193, 226, 683, 775, 809-858, 920, 960, 986 

 

Oliver, Allen L., Jr. (1909-1970) 161, 165, 167, 173-177, 179, 183-190  
Oliver, Amy 720  
Oliver, Annie 28, 30  
Oliver, Arthur L. (1879-1928) 128, 133, 144, 145  
Oliver, Byrd 115, 124, 128  
Oliver, Byrd 1057 y

Oliver, Charles C. 135, 136  
Oliver, Charles Watkins (1883-1887) 961  
Oliver, Clay 919  
Oliver, David Rives 164, 165, 170  
Oliver, Frank 919  
Oliver, Irene Williams 737  
Oliver, Jack L. (1916-1978) 164, 165, 172, 174, 175, 185-189  
Oliver, John 720, 917, 966-970  
Oliver, John Byrd (1884- ) 125, 126, 150, 156, 160-164, 166-169, 171, 

172, 178, 179
 

Oliver, John Franklin 4-7, 25, 28  
Oliver, John L. 174  
Oliver, John W. 153-159, 776  
Oliver, John Watkins 163  
Oliver, Lucius Henry Clay 5, 6, 9, 10, 27-30, 32, 33, 84, 112  
Oliver, Luella Eliza (1847-1897) 1, 2, 4-11, 13-15, 22, 24, 25, 28-34, 71, 87, 961 y

Oliver, Lulu (1873-1889) 961  
Oliver, Margaret Malvina Sloan (1828-
1889) 

3-11, 13, 27-29, 34, 77, 83, 88, 97, 99, 100, 961  

Oliver, Marie Elizabeth Watkins (1854-
1944) 

3, 4, 25-27, 29, 31, 32, 34-79, 81, 88, 90, 92, 
94-100, 102-105, 108-11, 115, 125-127, 131, 
133, 134, 147, 149, 152, 158, 176-179, 181-
183, 185, 192-195, 212, 654, 666, 738-741, 
778, 919, 921-926

 

Oliver, Marie Elizabeth Watkins (1854-
1944) 

1055, 1056 y

Oliver, Olivia Leachman 176, 185-189  
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Oliver, Robert Burett (1850-1934) 4, 7, 14, 18, 20, 22-61, 63-81, 83-94, 96, 99-
112, 120, 121, 123, 125-128, 131-134, 136-159, 
161, 164, 167-170, 173, 175-184, 190-196, 220, 
653, 655-665, 667-682, 742, 779-795, 919, 
921-940, 960, 987, 1016, 1026

 

Oliver, Robert Burett, Jr. (1880-1971) 110, 111, 122, 125, 127, 128, 131-134, 138, 
152, 153, 159-164, 166-173, 180, 796-802 

 

Oliver, S. C. 4, 5, 7, 8, 14  
Oliver, William B. 3  
Oliver, William Palmer (1888- ) 115, 123, 132, 134, 149, 152, 161, 166, 167, 

172, 184, 188, 194
 

Olver, Robert Burett (1850-1934) 1055, 1056 y

Organ 1004  
Pacquin, Paul 75  
Painter, John 549, 550  
Palmyra Seminary, Palmyra, Missouri 3  
Parties, 1890s 1060 y

Peebles, John W. 35, 46, 47, 68  
Pensions 531-540  
Pepper, G. C. 84, 97, 99  
Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity 7, 20, 31, 1024  
Phillips, Amos R. 551  
Phoenix Hotel, Columbia, Missouri 7  
Photographers, Missouri, Cape 
Girardeau 

1058 y

Photographers, Missouri, Millersville 3  
Photographers, Missouri, Richmond 1058 y

Photographers, Missouri, St. Louis 1057, 1058 y

Planter's House, St. Louis 80, 146, 190 y

Plats 723  
Pleasant Hill Academy, Cape Girardeau 
County, Missouri 

1, 1017  

Pleasant Hill Presbyterian Church, 
Fruitland, Missouri 

776, 1014  

Postcards 1053 y

Posters 217  
Presbyterian Church, Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri 

996-1007  

Presbyterian Church, Missouri 996-1016  
Price, William M. 18, 19  
Priest, J. V. 552-554  
Quarles, J. A. 71, 95  
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Ranney, Robert G. 430-433  
Ranney, William C. 407-412, 785  
Ray, William 539  
Read, Daniel (1805-1878) 25  
Recipes 1035  
Reclamation of land 83, 85, 86  
Reconstruction (1865-1876) 4  
Rhyne, Joel 555  
Rice, John H. 28  
Richards, Walter B. 113  
Richardson family 941  
Ridgway, Joseph T. 21  
Riggs, Brutus 12, 13, 17, 18, 20, 21, 23, 24, 31, 32  
Ripley, Julia 22  
Rives family 942, 980  
Rives, George T. 25, 26  
Rives, William H. 961  
Robards family 943  
Robb, John F. 5  
Robb, Marcus H. 7, 9  
Roberts, W. J. 40, 42  
Rogers, James 540  
Rollins, Frank B. 7, 12, 14, 15, 18, 19, 21, 50  
Rollins, James Sidney (1812-1888) 65  
Rollins, Margaret 122  
Royce, Frank 21  
Ruby, Thomas L. 113  
Russell, John A. 6, 28, 31, 42  
Ryland, Xenophon 75  
Schaefer, Henry 76  
School buildings--Missouri, Cape 
Girardeau 

81 y

Schools--Missouri, Cape Girardeau 
County 

10717  

Schrader's Studio, Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri 

1058 y

Sebree, Frank P. 28-30, 40, 95, 143  
Seibert, J. M. 28, 32, 85  
Shands family 944, 980  
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Shaw, Bettie 29  
Sheppard, J. C. 69, 85, 98  
Shoemaker, Floyd C. (1886-1972) 804  
Slaves 727  
Sloan family 945-948  
Sloan, Samuel R. 1057 y

Smith family 949  
Smith family 949  
Smith, Nannie 961  
Smith, Neal 21  
Snider, J. C. 6, 8-11  
Sons of the American Revolution, 
Missouri Society 

220  

Southeastern District Agricultual 
Society 

1025  

Southern Hotel, St. Louis 126 y

Springs--Missouri, Saline County 38 y

St. Jame's Hotel, St. Louis 80 y

State Historical Society of Missouri 804  
Stephens, Lon Vest (1858-1923) 113  
Stratton family 950  
Strother family 951  
Strother, Irvine and Company, Marshall, 
Missouri 

94 y

Student life 3, 7, 20, 114, 121-135  
Sturdivant, R. 64, 84  
Suffrage, 1870s 2  
Surgical Institute and Women's 
Hospital, Kansas City, Missouri 

2  

Switzler, Warren 27  
Switzler, William F. (1819-1906) 17  
Taggart, Anna Ware 22  
Teachers, Colleges 988-995  
Terminal Hotel, St. Louis 136, 145 y

Texas, Description and travel, 1890s 109-111  
The Baltimore Hotel, Kansas City, 
Missouri 

145 y

The Exchange Bank, Richmond, 
Missouri 

120 y

The Madison Hotel, Jefferson City, 
Missouri 

132 y
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Tintypes 1055, 1057 y

Torrence family 952  
Tucker family 953  
Turney, Mary 23, 24  
United Daughters of the Confederacy 221  
United Veterans of the Confederacy 1061 y

University of Missouri, Academic Hall 97 y

University of Missouri, Department of 
Agriculture 

1050 y

University of Missouri, Department of 
Engineering 

1050 y

University of Missouri, School of Law 986  
University of Missouri, School of Mines 
and Metallurgy, Rolla 

112, 113  

Valley Grange, Ray County, Missouri 1018  
Venable family 954  
Vest, George Graham (1830-1904) 77, 83, 86, 96, 101  
Walker family 902  
Walker, James P. 75  
Wallace, John 982  
Watkins family 589-652, 955-958  
Watkins, Ben R. 803  
Watkins, Charles A. 3, 8, 12, 13, 16, 17, 961  
Watkins, Charles Allen 979  
Watkins, Hattie R. 150, 151  
Watkins, Henrietta 1-3, 9, 25, 68, 190, 191, 600, 610, 613, 614, 

961
 

Watkins, James A. 16, 18-20, 24-27, 40, 62, 72, 78, 90, 93, 95, 99, 
102, 103, 120, 121, 611

 

Watkins, John R. (1858-1926) 61, 100, 120, 961  
Watkins, William H. 22, 77, 90, 91, 99, 102, 120, 138, 148, 193, 

605, 603, 607-609, 612, 615-620
 

Watson, Clara 27  
Wednesday Club 1022  
Welling, Charles 13, 25  
Westminster College, Fulton, Missouri 773, 774  
Whybark, Moses 82, 85  
Wilkins, John W. 10, 11  
Wills 735-743  
Withrow, James E. 83, 84  
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Women--Attitudes 1, 4  
Women--Education 3, 26  
Women--Friendship 4, 26  
Women's clothing, 1880s 1057-1059 y

Women--Societies 197-218, 221  
Woodson family 959  
Yancy, Mary 720  
Young Men's Christian Association, 
Columbia, Missouri 

124  

 


